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" Mr. Richard g******* having attempted, in a letter left be-
hind him for that purpose, to account for his scandalous method of
running away from this place by insinuations derogatory to my char-
acter and that of a young lady innocent so far as relates to me or my
knowledge; since which he has neither taken any notice of letters,
or even informed his own family of the place where he has hid him-
self : I can no longer think he deserves the treatment of a gentle-
man, and therefore shall trouble myself no further about him than,
In this public method, to post him as a L * * * and a treacherous
S********

" And as I am convinced there have been many malevolent incen-
diaries concerned in the propagation of this infamous lie, if any of
them, unprotected by age, infirmities, or profession, will dare to ac-
knowledge the part they have acted, and affirm to what they have
said of me, they may depend on receiving the proper reward of their
villainy in the most public manner."

This fire-eating paragraph was signed with the writer's
name, and it may be imagined what a delightful commo-
tion it made in such a metropolis of scandal and leisure,
and with what excitement all the frequenters of the Pump-
room and the assemblies looked for the next incident.
Some weeks elapsed before they were satisfied, but the fol-
lowing event was striking enough to content the most sen-
sational imagination. It would seem to have been April
before a clue was found to the fugitives, and Linley started
at once from Bath to recover his daughter. He found her,
to his great relief, doubtless, in the house of an English,
doctor in Lisle, who had brought her there from her con-
vent, and placed her under his wife's care to be nursed
when she was ill. Everything, it was evident, had been
done in honour, and the musician seems to have been so
thankful to find things no worse that he took the young
people's explanations in good part. He would even seem
to have made some sort of conditional promise that she
should no longer be compelled to perform in public after